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Bohemia had a Duke in name, but the administration now, as
formerly, continued in the female hand. Primislaus was the
proper pattern of a tractable obedient husband, and contested
with his Duchess neither the direction of her house nor of her
empire. His sentiments and wishes sympathised with hers, as
perfectly as two accordant strings, of which when the one is
struck, the other voluntarily trembles to the self-same note. Nor
was Libussa like those haughty overbearing dames, who would
pass for great matches; and having, as they think, made the
fortune of some hapless wight, continually remind him of his
wooden shoes : but she resembled the renowned Palmyran Queen;
and ruled, as Zenobia did her kindly Odenatus, by superiority of
mental talent.

The happy couple lived in the enjoyment" of unchangeable
love ; according to the fashion of those times, when the instinct
which united hearts was as firm and durable, as the mortar and
cement with which they built their indestructible strongholds.
Duke Primislaus soon became one of the most accomplished and
valiant knights of his time, and the Bohemian Court the most
splendid in Germany. By degrees, many knights and nobles, and
multitudes of people from all quarters of the empire, drew to it;
so that Vizegrad became too narrow for its inhabitants; and, in
consequence, Libussa called her officers before her, and com-
manded them to found a city, on the spot where they should find
a man at noontide making the wisest use of his teeth. They set
forth, and at the time appointed found a man engaged in sawing
a block of wood. They judged that this industrious character
was turning his saw-teeth, at noontide, to a far better use than
the parasite does his jaw-teeth by the table of the great; and
doubted not but they had found the spot, intended by the Princess
for the site of their town. They marked out a space upon the
green with the ploughshare, for the circuit of the city walls. On
asking the workman what he meant to make of his sawed timber,
he replied, " Prah," which in the Bohemian language signifies a
door-threshold. So Libussa called her new city Praha, that is
Prague, the well-known capital upon the Moldau. In process of
time, Primislaus's predictions were punctually fulfilled. His spouse
became the mother of three Princes; two died in youth, but the
third grew to manhood, and from him went forth a glorious royal
line, which flourished for long centuries on the Bohemian throne.
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